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TIME LINE         

Major Milestones of ISI to BIS 

1946 to 1950 
 

 Establishment of The Indian Standards 

Institution (1946-1947) 

 Beginning of standards formulation 

activity by formation of CDC (Chemical 

Division Council) (1948) 

 Dr. Lal C Verman as Vice President of 

ISO (1948) 

 Launch of ISI Bulletin (1949)  

 Approval of Seal of ISI (1949) 

1951 to 1955 
 

 Formulation of  

IS 1 : 1951 National Flag of India (Cotton 

Khadi) 

ISI Certification Act (1952) 

 Laying of foundation stone of Manak 

Bhavan in 1954 

 1st  certification Licence (1955) 

 1st branch office in Bombay (1955) 

 ISI elected member of ISO Governing 

Council (1955) 

1956 to 1960 
 

 Calcutta Branch Office (1956) 

 3rd Commonwealth Standards Conference 

held at New Delhi (1957) 

 Madras Branch Office (1957) 

 Adoption of metric system (1958) 

 Dr. Lal C Verman as 1st recipient of  “K.L 

Moudgill Award” (1958) 

 Formation of “The Consumer Association 

of India” (1960) 

 IEC 25th group meeting held in New Delhi 

(1960) 

 

1961 to 1965 

 
 Setting of “Standards Exposition Hall” in 

Manak Bhavan (1961) 

 Kanpur Branch Office (1961) 

 Setting up of ISI laboratory in Manak 

Bhavan (1962) 

 Training course on company 

standardization (1962) 

 Acquisition of land for Manakalaya 

(1962) 

 “Sixth Triennial General Assembly of 

ISO” held at New Delhi (1964) 
 Sir Jehangir J. Ghandy, the 1st Indian as 

President of ISO (1965-67) 

1966 to 1970 

 
 Inauguration of Manakalaya (1966) 

 Dr. Verman awarded “Padma Shri” 

(1967) 

 Hyderabad Branch Office (1967-68) 

 1st International Training Programme on 

Standardization and Quality Assurance 

(SQA) (1968) 

 National Building Code (NBC) 

formulated (1970) 

 Bangalore Branch Office (1969-70) 

 Celebration of  1st “World Standards Day” 

on 14th October 1970 as per ISO 

resolution 

 

 

(vi) 

1971 to 1975 

 
 Ahmadabad Branch  Office (1971-72) 

 Celebrating “25 Years of ISI” (1972) 

 Declaration of 1972 as “India Standards 

Year” by Govt of India 

 Launching “Buyer’s Guide” (1972-73) 

 Foundation stone for ISI Lab laid at 

Ghaziabad (1973) 

 Patna Branch Office (1973-74) 

 ISI conversion slide in SI Units (1974-75) 

 Chandigarh Branch Office (1975) 



1976 to 1980 

 

 Bhubaneshwar Branch Office 

(1976-77) 

 Trivandrum Branch Office (1976-

77) 

 Bhopal Branch Office (1978-79) 

 Jaipur Branch Office (1978-79) 

1981 to 1985 

 

 Land acquired for Jaipur Branch 

Office  

 Inauguration of Lab at Bombay 

 DG ISI as chairman of the ISO 

Standing Committee for 

Development (DEVCO) 

 Setting up of a IPSS (Interplant 

Standardization in Steel Industry) 

Secretariat in ISI (1982) 

 Election of Shri D.C Kothari, Vice 

President ISI as President ISO from 

1983-85  

 ISI designated by GOI as Central 

Enquiry Point on Technical Barriers 

to Trade (GATT-TBT) (1983-84) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(vii) 

1986 to 1990 

 

 ISI to BIS – Establishment of 

Bureau of Indian Standards through 

Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 

1986 

 Guwahati Branch Office (1986-87) 

 Lab at Gandhi Nagar Gujarat. 

 New offices at Ghaziabad, 

Faridabad, Coimbatore & Vadodara 

 Construction of Auditorium at BIS 

Head Quarters (1990) 

 Lucknow Branch Office (1989-90) 

 



1991 to 1995 

 

 Launching of Rajiv Gandhi 

National Quality Award (1991) 

 BIS Quality Management Systems 

Certification Scheme (QMSCS) as 

per IS/ISO 9000  (1991) 

 Environmental Management System 

(EMS) certification as per IS/ISO 

14001 (1991) 

 BIS hosted meeting of NAM 

countries in the sphere of standards 

(1992) 

 Certification under ECO mark 

(1993-94) 

 Suggestion scheme for all 

employees (1993-94) 

 Special project assigned by 

Department of Rural Development, 

Ministry of Agriculture named 

QAWSM (Quality Assurance for 

Water Supply Mission) (1994-95) 

 Establishment of NITS (National 

Institute of Training for Standards 

and Quality Management) (1995) 

 

1996 to 2000 

 

 1st Quality Management System 

license in banking sector granted to 

Canara Bank (Bangalore Branch) 

(1995-96) 

 61st General Meeting of  IEC held in 

New Delhi (1997) 

 Pune Branch Office (1996-97) 

 Nagpur Branch Office (1997-98) 

 Golden jubilee of BIS (1997) 

 BIS Certification Marks licence 

granted to overseas manufacturers 

for the 1st time (1997-98) 

 BIS Website (1997-98) 

 Central Lab accreditation as per 

ISO/IEC Guide 24 (1997-98) 

 Launch of New Certification 

Schemes of Foreign/Imported 

products (1999-2000) 

 Electronic storage/retrieval of 

Indian Standards (1999-2000) 

 1st meeting of SAARC countries for 

Standardization (1999-2000) 

 Hallmarking of gold jewellery 

(2000) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(viii) 

2001 to 2005 

 

 Grant of 1st Licence under Foreign 

Manufacturer Certification Scheme 

(FMCS) (2000-2001) 

 Grant of 1st Licence under Indian 

Importers Scheme (2000-2001) 

 Himachal Pradesh Branch Office 

(2001-2002) 

 Vishakhapatnam Branch Office 

(2001-2002) 

 MOU with NIC for integrated 

(computerization of BIS activities 

(2001-2002) 

 2nd Meeting of South Asian 

Association for Regional Co-

operation (SAARC) (2000) 

 1st International Training 

Programme on Management 

Systems (MS) (2002) 

 Publication of BIS Citizen Charter 

(2003)  

 Launching of New Systems 

Certification Activity OHSMS 

(Occupational Health and Safety 

Management System) as per IS 

18001:2000 (2002-2003) 

 1st International Training 

Programme on Management System 

for Developing Countries (2004-05) 

 Implementation of Certification 

Marks Management System 

(CMMS) module (2004) 

 ISO-BIS Regional Workshop 

(2004-05) 

 



2006 to 2010 

 
 Hall Marking of Silver Jewellery/Special 

Artefacts (2005-06) 

 Hazard Analysis of Critical Control Point 

(HACCP) (2005-06) 

 Food Safety Management System (FSMS) 

certification scheme as per IS/ISO 

22000:2005 (2005-06) 

 Building Construction of Jaipur Branch 

Office (2005-06) 

 Service Quality Management System 

(SQMS) certification scheme as per IS 

15700:2005 (2007-08) 

 MOU with American National Standards 

Institute (ANSI) (2007) 

 India Elected to ISO Council (2008-09) 

 Dehradun Branch Office (2008-09)  

 Setting up of Gold assaying and 

Hallmarking center (2009-10) 

 E-Sale portal (2009-10) 

 31st COPOLCO meeting held at Vigyan 

Bhawan New Delhi (2009) 

2011 to 2015 

 
 Launching of National Lighting Code 

(2011) 

 34th ISO General Assembly held at New 

Delhi (2011) 

 1st International Training Praogramme on 

Laboratory Quality Management Systems 

(LQMS) (2011) 

 Launch of Registration Scheme for self-

declaration of conformity (2013-14) 

 77th IEC General Meeting (2013) 

 Energy management system (ENMS) 

certification scheme as per IS/ISO 

22000:2005 (2013-14) 

 Launch of new “Tatkal Licensing 

Scheme” (2013-14) 

 Sub branch office opened at Jamshedpur 

(2013-14) 

 Kochi Branch Office (2013-14) 

 Sub branch office opened at Raipur 

(2014-15) 

 MOU with DG for Standards and 

Metrology, Oman (DGSM) (2014) 

 MOU with  Institute of Electrical and 

Electronics Engineers, USA (IEEE) 

(2013-14) 

 Roof Top solar power plant (2014-15) 

 New building – NRO Chandigarh (2015) 

 New building – Hyderabad (2015) 

 Launching of Manak Online for Product 

Certification (Pan India) (2015)  

2016 Onwards 

 
 National portal for monitoring digitized 

application (2015-16) 

 New building – Rajkot 2015-16) 

 New building – Jammu (2016-17) 

 New BIS Act 2016 

 Revised National  Building Code (NBC) – 

2016 

 Launch of Social Media platform of BIS 

(2018) 

 BIS goes digital – Smart Registration 

(2018) 

 Launching of Smart BIS website (2018) 

 Inauguration of Hubli Branch Office in 

January (2019) 

 MOU with Indian Institute of Technology 

(IIT) (2019) 

 Inauguration of ISO regional workshop  

 Standards National Action Plan (SNAP) 

(2019) 

 Launching of National Laboratory 

Directory (2019) 

 Launching of e-BIS (2020) 

 

 

 

(ix) 



 

(x) 



 

 

 

 

 

1946 to 1970:  

The Genesis & Foot Steps  

of ISI 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1 



   Relics of Early standardization in the history of India 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The concept of standardization has deep roots in India. The unearthed artefacts excavated from the site of 

Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa dating to the Indus Valley civilization bear facts to this. The later rulers of 

India gave much emphasis of usage of standard dimensions and precisions.  

 

 

2 



 

Early in the 20th century, the importance of standardization was well 

understood as a means of organizing industry to manufacture materials 

that adhered to benchmarks of specifications and quality control. The 

Railways was the first organization to recognize the need for developing 

new standard designs and specifications. In December 1940, a proposal 

was first mooted for the establishment of a standards institution for India, 

as it was felt that adoption of British and other standards were not always 

suitable for the country. This led to the Department of Industries and 

Supplies issuing a Memorandum on 3rd September 1946, formally 

announcing the setting up of the Indian Standards Institution (ISI) with 

the objective inter-alia of promoting standardization, and quality control. 

ISI came into being on 6th January 1947. 
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 The tryst with standardization started on 6th January 1947 with ISI being 

registered as a society under the Societies Registration Act, 1860. The inaugural 

meeting of the General Council was held at New Delhi on the same day whereby the 

ISI Constitution was approved.  
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 1st issue of ISI Bulletin Vol. 1 issue No. 1 1949 with messages from important dignitaries congratulating ISI on 

its inception. 

 

      

      

5 

 



कर्मण्येवाधिकारस्ते र्ा फलेषु कदाचन। र्ा कर्मफलहेतुर्भमर्ाम ते सङ्गोऽस््वकर्मणि।।2.47।। 
This was the cardinal principle followed by all committee members 

 

The Institution functioned by   drawing on different 

facets of the economic community: - Industrialists, 

scientists, administrators and consumers – with a 

view to accommodate all legitimate interest of stake 

holders through consensus. 

Shri C. Rajagopalachari President of ISI (1947-48) 

addressing a Calcutta conference on Standardization 

and quality control held on 8-14 Feb 1947. 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Meeting of the sectional committee on Quality Control and Industrial Statistics, held on 5th and 6th Feb 1948 at Indian Statistical 

Institute, Calcutta. Sitting From L to R : Prof S.N.Roy ; Mr. S.N.Shilvant ; Mr. N.T Mathew ; Mr. N.B. Amin ; Mr. W.J. John ; Dr. 

W.A.Shewhart (Standing) Dr. A.V Sukhatme ; Mr. G.D Mathur ; Prof. P.C. Mahalonobis ; Dr. Lal.C. Verman ; Dr. U.S Nair.  
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The genesis of ISI mark 
 

 

 

7 



 

The standards 

formulation activity 

started   with much 

enthusiasm and gusto 
 

Hon'ble Dr. S. P. Mookerjee, the then Minister for Industry  

and Supply inaugurating the Chemical Division Council of the 

Indian Standards Institution, in Delhi on 30.09.1948. The  

CDC Secretariat was also the secretariat for ISO Committee  

for Shellac. 
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First set of published Indian Standards way back 1949-1950 

 

9 



Standards formulation activities in various fields were in progress 

  
 

Shri D.P. Karmakar, The then Dy Minister of Commerce & 

Industry, inaugurated the Building Division Council (BDC), 

The Picture Shows him Delivering Inagural Address on 24 

April 1952. 

Engineering Division Council (EDC) Dr. Lal. C. 

Verman, Director, ISI Present during the 1st 

Meeting held on 17-18 Nov 1947. 

Textile Division Council (TDC) Meeting held 

on 7-8 August 1947.  

 

   
The Agriculture and food products Division Council of ISI 

was Inaugurated by Shri Ajit Prasad Jain, Minister for Food & 

Agriculture Govt of India, at the ISI building in Delhi. Dr. Lal 

C. Verman Director ISI, Dr. K.L Moudgil on the dias during 

1955-56. 

Inauguration & Meeting of Structural and Metal 

Division Council (SMDC) and further Meeting 

on 26.10.1956 

Inauguration of 1st meeting of the Electro technical 

Division Council. (ETDC) by Morarji Desai 

president of ISI and Union Minister for Commerce 

and Industries on 28.03.1957.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

From L to R : Shri B.V.Baliga, Vice Chairman Shri 

H. Hayath, Chairman; Shri J.P.Mehrotra and Shri 

S.Srinivasan of ISI 
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1st Meeting of the Woman Advisory Committee under the chairmanship of Smt. Raksha Sharan held on 23.02.1960 

Members of WAC examining with interest samples of certified products in the presence of DD (Marks) 

 

1st Meeting of Consumer Product Division Council (CPDC) 

held on 17.03.1964. 
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Standardization Activity – Then & Now 

1st meeting of the Guided Committee for NBC (BDC-64) held on 17.07.1967 under chairmanship of Maj. Gen. Harkirat Singh, 

Advisor, Construction, Planning commission. NBC of India 1970 was inaugurated on 22nd December 1970. Under the president ship of 

Dr. K. L Rao, Union Minister for irrigation and Power and Chairman of the Civil engineering Division Council of ISI. 

  

 

 
50 years on, the NBC has been published in 2016 completely new format for implementation of NBC, The Code was released by the 

Hon’ble Union Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, Shri Ram Vilas Paswan.   
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The Indian Standard for National Flag of India formulated by ISI was a salute to a 

newly Independent Nation.  

IS 1:1951 National Flag of India (Cotton Khadi) 

  

    

The ISI Certification of National Flag was obtained by Khadi Gramodyog Kendra, Bombay on 02.10.1956. 

13 



In search of nest… 

 The then ISI started its operations from ‘P’ Block, Raisina Road, New Delhi 110001. Thereafter it 

shifted to Block 11, Old Secretariat, Delhi 110002, thereafter to Shriram Institute for Industrial 

Research, 19, University Road, Civil Lines, Delhi 110008 and finally moving to Manak Bhavan, 9, 

Mathura Road, Later on re-christened as Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi 110002. 

 

 

Building photo: Top Floor of this building (Shri Ram Institute for Industrial Research, University Road, Delhi) 

housed the ISI Office.   
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The Making of Manak Bhavan 

Due to constant change of premises by ISI, a need was felt by Dr. Lal C. Verman, the then Director of ISI, to have its own 

building premises in Delhi. The move in this direction was made and Building Committee was formed under the chairmanship of Shri 

Tulsidas Kilachand M.P. A Model and sketch of the proposed Manak Bhavan was displayed by Dr. Verman during the different 

committee meetings while making appeal for generous donations to the committee.  

  

   
15 

 



     

     
Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru, PM of India with Shri Lal Bahadur Shashtri, President of ISI Admiring the MOSAIC FRINGE on the ISI Building 

named Manak Bhavan with the Artist Shri Satish Gujral, standing on his left explaining  his creation. (2nd from right) is Shri Fayazuddin, 

the Architect of Manak Bhavan, ISI Head Quarters. 
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Certification Activities 

 

   

The 1st ISI Mark Certification 

in 1955. 

  A cable drum of ASCR 

conductors of Aluminum Industries 

Ltd, kundra carrying the ISI 

certification mark. The notification 

was published in gazette of India 

part II sec 3 dated 16.07.1955.  

  The scheme is voluntary in 

nature except for certain product 

standards that have been made 

mandatory by the Central 

Government on matter of health 

and safety of consumers. 
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1970 To 1986:  

Strengthening and Institution 

Building 
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Exploring New Areas in Standards Formulation 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Shri S.K.Sen, DG: ISI, applying ISI Mark on 1st site of full chrome 

upper leather. 

3rd Meeting of Standards Working Committee (SWC) on multipurpose River Valley 

Project of the Civil Engineering Division Council held on 27.03.1997. Shri S.K.Sen 

DG ISI, and Shri V.K.Murthy (2nd From Left) Presiding over the meeting 

 

 

The Consumer Products Division Council in Session with Shri A.S 

Bathena 2nd from left of the Chair. 

Marine Cargo Packing Division Council Meeting  (MCPD 12) 

held on 21.01.1972 in Bombay under Chairmanship of Sh. A.Ray (Metal Box 

Company of India). 
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1st Meeting of the special committee for implementation of S & T Projects 

held on 17.12.1975 under chairmanship of Maj-Gen Harkirat Singh. Shri 

B.S Krishnamachar, DG ISI present at the Meeting. 

Dr. M.G Krishna (Centre) 1st Meeting of Petroleum Coal and Related 

Products Division Council (PCDC). Shri A.K.Gupta DG, ISI presiding over 

the meeting held on 14.07.1977. 

  

Meeting of Interplant Standardization in Steel Industry. Shri D.R Ahuja, 

Project Manager, Bhilai Ispat Ltd. Inaugurating the 6th meeting  of 

Approval committee on consumable stores and General Equipment (IPSS 1) 

at Bhilai. 

1st Meeting of Toys Sectional Committee under Consumer Product Division 

Council (CPDC-30). Smt. Pramila Pandit Barooah Indian Council for 

Child Welfare presiding over the meeting held on 07.06.1978. To her left 

Shri A.B.Rao, DDG ISI. 
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1st  Meeting of Harvesting, Threshing & Transport Equipment Sectional 

Committee AFDC 51 on 06.03.1978 under chairmanship of Dr. S.R Verma, 

Prof. and Head, Department of Farm Power and Machinery, Punjab 

Agriculture University. 

1st meeting of Sectional Committee on Arms & Ammunition for Civilian 

Under Electrotechnical Division Council (EDC 87) Meeting held on 

15.07.1980 under Chairmanship of Brig. N.P.Manaktala, Controller of 

Inspection Ministry of Defence. 

 

 

The 1st  meeting of the Veterinary Surgery Instruments Sectional Committee 

(CPDC 33) in session on 21.04.1982 

1st meeting of Agriculture & Food Division Council (AFDC 48) held on 

13.01.1976 inagurated by Dr. M.S Swami Nathan, DG, ICAR. 
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1st Meeting of Safety in Construction, Operation & Maintenance of River 

Valley Projects Sectional Committee (BDC-67) under Chairmanship Shri 

K.C Goyal, Central Water Commission. 

1st meeting of Standing Working Committee of Tool & Instrument 

Engineering (SWCTTE) on 12.01.1980 under chairmanship of Maj-Gen 

R.Janardhanam, Chairman, Mechanical Engineering Division Council 

(EDC) Shri Y.S.Venkateswaran ADG ISI was present in the meeting.    
 

  

1st Meeting of Diamond Core Drilling Sectional Committee (EDC-88) was 

held in New Delhi on 02.12.1981 under chairmanship of Shri S.M Rai, 

Deputy Chief Engineer (Drilling), Geological Survey of India, Calcutta. 

The Meeting was inaugurated by Shri Y.S.Venkateswaran, ADG ISI. 

 

1st Division Council Meeting of Marine Cargo Management & Packing 

Division Council (MCPDC-1) in session From left Shri A.S.Cheema, ADG 

ISI; Capt. N.A.Tamhane, Vice Chairman MCPDC and Shri P.S.Das, 

Director (MCMP) ISI. 
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The meeting of the Consumer Products and Mechanical Instruments 

Division Council (CMIDC) held on 24.05.1985 under chairmanship of Dr. 

S.Sriramachari. (L to R); Brig. A.R.Anand; Dr. A.S Sethi, Director, 

Consumer Product and Mechanical Instruments; Dr. B.N Singh, ADG and 

Shri D.Ajitha Simha, DDG ISI. 

Meeting Of Standing Working Committee on Electro-Technical (SWCET) 

held on 12.06.1986. 

  

  

1st Meeting of Standing Working Committee Thermal Engineering (SWCTE) 

held on 18.02.1987 under the Chairmanship of Maj.Gen. R.Janardhanam. 

 

The committee ISO TC102/SC1 on iron ore sampling held its meeting under 

the chairmanship of Prof. Dr. K. Ishikawa leader of Quality movement in 

Japan and among the top three Guru on Quality along with Deming and 

Juran. Dr. B N Singh and Shri G W Datey who acted as a rapporteur is also 

in the picture. 
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“The Institution Celebrated the 25 years of Glorious Existence” 

   

The inaugural function of ISI Silver Jubilee Celebrations from 14-15.12.1972, held at Calcutta, on the dias:                                                                                                                                         

L & R : Shri A.P.Banerjee, CBO, Shri S.K.Sen, DG, ISI, Shri Siddharta Shankar Ray, the then Chief Minister, West, Bengal, Shri A.L.Dias, Governor, West 

Bengal, Mr. Tarun Kanti Ghosh, Minister for Commerce & Industries, Govt. of West Bengal  and Shri S.N.Dalmia, Chairman, Reception Committee.   
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Inauguration of the ISI Regional Silver Jubilee Celebrations at Ahmedabad 

on 22.12.1972. Shri Ghanashyambhai Oza, then Chief Minister of Gujarat 

addressing the occasion. 

 

ISI General Council Meeting held on 24.03.1973.                                                                                                                         

Launching of Book "25 Years of ISI" at the meeting by Shri S.K.Sen, DG, 

ISI by Shri C Subramanian, Union Minister of Industrial Development and 

Science and Technology and President ISI (Centre), Shri D.C Kothari, Vice 

President ISI. 
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The ISI Saw a Paradigm Shift in its Work Vision. Along with Standard 
formulation and certification the new focus now being in statistical quality 
control, company standardization and Conformity Assessment 

  

Shri R.L Toshniwal, CEO, Oriental Carpet Manufactures (India) 

inaugurating SQC Training Programme in November 1972. Others in the 

Picture are Shri B.N Singh, Director (Statistics) and Shri S.S Gill, Indl 

Advisor to Govt of Punjab. 

Company Standardization Survey cum training Programme held at 

Chandigarh on 17-18.11.1977 

 

 
 

  

Training Programme in SQC and Testing of Domestic LPG Gas Stove held 

on 24-27.09.1984 by WRO, Bombay. Shri S.R Kuppanna, DDG (WRO) on 

the dias. 

Quality Control Workshop held on 23-25.09.1985 at Madras inaugurated 

by Dr. B.N.Singh, ADG ISI. 
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Certification Marks Advisory Committee 

Meeting of Certification Marks Advisory Committee (CMAC) Marks under 

the Chairmanship of Shri Prabhu V. Mehta. 

Meeting of Certification Marks Advisory Committee (CMAC) held on 

24.07.1980. Dr. A.K.Gupta attending the Meeting. 

  

   

Meeting of Certification Marks Advisory Committee (CMAC) held on 

05.07.1984. 
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1986 To 1987 

From ISI to BIS 
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 With the passage of time certain structural constraints 

in the legislative framework hindered the organization’s 

effectiveness. Of prime importance was the menace of 

misuse of ISI’s Standard Mark. In the mid 1980’s it was felt 

necessary to confer a statutory status to ISI’s functioning 

which led to the enactment of the BIS Act, 1986. ISI was 

now renamed as the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS), to 

promote harmonious development of standardization, and 

quality certification of goods, with a clearly defined 

management structure. The new statutory status conferred 

on BIS provided the organization with the legal basis to 

effectively and efficiently work towards the acceptance and 

promotion of Indian Standards. 
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 1st Meeting of Bureau of Indian Standards held on 18.04.1987. Shri 

H.K.L.Bhagat, Union Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, Food and Civil 

Supplies and Shri K.R.Paramesvar DG BIS Presiding in the meeting and 

Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad, M/O State for Food and Civil Supply along with 

Shri K.C.Pandeya, Secretary, Ministry of Food and Civil Supplies present 

on Dias. 
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The Presidents, Vice-Presidents and Director Generals of BIS

  
After superanuation of Smt. Surina Rajan, DG BIS on August 2019, Shri Pramod Kumar Tiwari IAS, 

joined as DG, BIS on 25.10.2019. 
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1988 To 2020: 

Proliferation and Exploring New 

Horizons and Technology 
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Logos of Management Systems under Certification by BIS 
Quality Management System- IS/ISO 9001 

 

Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP)- IS 15000 

 

 
Environmental Management System- IS/ISO 14001 

 

Medical Device Management System- IS/ISO 13485 

 

 
Food Safety Management System- IS/ISO 22000 

 

 

Social Accountability at Workplace- IS/ISO 16001  

 

Energy Management System- IS/ISO 50001 

 

Road Traffic Safety Management System Certification Scheme as per 

IS/ISO 39001  

 

 
Occupational Health & Safety Management System- IS 18001 & 

IS/ISO:450001  45001 

 

Adventure Tourism Safety Management System as per IS / ISO 21101:2014 

 

 
Service Quality Management System- IS 15700 
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1st Meeting of Chemical Division Council held on 07.08.1989 Shri S. 

Subrahmanyan, ADG presiding over 1st Meeting of the (CDC) under 

chairmanship of Shri N.Biswas, DDG, Directorate General of Technical 

Development. 

1st Meeting Metallurgical Engineering Division Council Meeting 

held on 17.06.1989 under Chairmanship of Dr. J.J.Irani wih Shri 

R.K.Mathur DG, BIS. 

 

  

1st Meeting of Food & Agriculture Division Council was held on 10.08.1989 

under chairmanship of Dr. N.S.Randhawa, DG, ICAR, Sh. R.K.Mathur, DG 

BIS and Shri S. Subrahmanyan, ADG, BIS presiding over the meeting 

1st Meeting of Production Engineering Division Council on 25.07.1989 

presided over by Shri R.K.Mathur, DG: BIS under chairmanship of 

Shri S.R.Choudhary. 
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1st Meeting of Transport Engineering Division Council held on 

23.08.1989. Shri S.R.Kupanna, DDG Presiding over the meeting. 

Under the chairmanship of of Shri B.S.V.Rao, Principal consultant, 

Consultancy Development Centre  

1st Meeting of light Mechanical Engineering Division Council on 05.07.1989 

under chairmanship of Lt. Gen A.S Bhullar. Shri S.Subrahmanyan ADG 

presiding over the meeting 

 

  

1st Meeting of Textile Division Council TXDC held on 31.07.1989 under 

chairmanship of Dr. S.M.Betrabet Director BTRA (Bombay Textile 

Research Association) Shri S.R.Kupanna, DDG BIS presiding over the 

meeting 

1st Meeting of Electronics & Telecommunication Division Council on 

01.08.1989. Mr. Parameswar, DG BIS present in the meeting 
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1st Civil Engineering Division Council (CED-5) on 05-06 .07.1990 under 

chairmanship of Dr. H.C.Visvesvaraya. 
1st meeting of Laboratory Advisory committee (LAC) held on 20.12.1990. 

Dr. Pramod A.Pranjpe, Director ARAI Pune, Shri S.Subrahmanyan, 

ADG and Shri S.K Karmakar, DDG BIS during the Meeting 
 

   
  
The 1st meeting of Management and System Division Council held on 

12.03.1991 with Lt. Gen. H. Lal, DG BIS & Chairman of the MSDC   

Workshop on standards for Statistics Quality Control (SQC) and quality systems 

date 09-11.01.1991. Lt. Gen. H.Lal PVSM DG BIS Present in the Meeting at New 

Delhi. 
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A Landmark in the History of BIS was Achieved when Rajiv Gandhi National Quality 

Award was launched in the year 1991 

 

  

Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri P.V Narasimha Rao, addressing the 

gathering before presenting 1st Rajiv Gandhi National Quality Awards to 

the winning organizations 

Shri K.V Thomas Minister MOCA & PD delivering the keynote address 
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The 1st Licence Awarded by BIS under Quality Systems Certification Scheme 

on 25.06.1992 at New Delhi. M/s Continental Devices India Ltd, New Delhi 

and M/s English Electric Co, Madras against IS 14002/ISO 9002 and IS 

14001/ISO 9001 respectively. 

Workshop on Quality Systems under Indo-EEC co-operation Programme. 

Shri N.Srinivasan, DDG & S.W.Datey Presiding over the session 

 

  
 

An all-India 1st Quality Systems Licence in banking sector granted to a 

Canara Bank branch in Bangalore during 1995-1996 

Workshop on Regional Approach for Standardization, Measurement & 

Quality Control Amongst SAARC Countries held on 9-10.12.1997, Shri P.S 

Das, DG, BIS Along with Shri D.S Ahluwalia, V.S Mathur, Meera Shanker 

Present on the dias 
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BIS Celebrates Golden Jubilee in the Year 1997  

“The Institution Celebrated the 50 years of Glorious Existence” 

  
Golden Jubilee Seminar on Consumer Welfare and Quality held on 

15.09.1997 Shri I.K.Gujral, Prime Minister, GOI Inagurated the Seminar 

along with Shri P.S.Das, DG BIS, Present on the dias 
 

  
Souvenir published on the occassion of the 50th Anniversary 

Celebrations of The BIS, New Delhi. 
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A Landmark Achivment of BIS in the area of Certification is Hallmark Scheme 

In India Hallmarking Scheme has been launched by BIS on behest of Govt of India in the Year 2000 to protect the 

consumer interest. 
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The 1st Certificate in Tamil Nadu for Assaying and Hallmarking of Gold 

and Gold Jewellery was awrded by BIS on 11.01.2001 at Coimbatore to 

M/s Emerald Testings (India) Pvt. Ltd. Shri M. S Nagaraja DDGS 

awarding the certificate. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st review meeting of BIS Hallmarking Scheme was organized in association 

with World Gold Council to educate Jewellers about the scheme by BIS on 

30.01.2001 at New Delhi. 

The Application Software for operation of the BIS Product Certification 

Scheme, CMMS was made operational through networking of all BIS 

Regional and Branch Offices. The system was inaugrated  on 22.04.2004 
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To promote Hallmarking in the country for effective consumer protection in 

gold jewellery trade, awareness programmes were organized for common 

consumers as well as jewellers by the ROs/BOs in their jurisdiction. One of 

such awarness programme was held on 24.09.2005 at Ahamadabad. 

Launching of National Lighting Code (NLC) – 2010 was organized at BIS 

HQ, New Delhi on 27.01.2011 when this important code was formally 

released by Secretary, Deptt of Consumer Affairs Govt of India. 

 

 

  

Shri Pranab Mukherjee Hon'ble President of India inaugurates the National 

Seminar on Food Safety, New Delhi held on 12.12.2012. Prof. K.V.Thomas, 

Union Minister for Food, Civil Supplies and Distribution, Shri Afzal Amanullah, 

DG BIS; Shri Pankaj Agarwala, Secretary MOCA. 

For the purpose of creating awareness and to receive first and feedback 

about BIS services from the licensees, Management System Licensees Review 

Meetings were organized by the officers of BIS on 28.02.2014 
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Industry Awareness Programme at Ahmedabad on 20.02.2016.  

 

  

 From Left to Right seen in the Picture are: Hon’ble Chief Minister of Uttar 

Pradesh , Yogi Adityanath, Sh. Anup Chandra Pandey IAS, Chief Secretary U.P. , 

Smt. Selva Kumari, DM Etawa, Dr. RK Bajaj DDG (Standardization), Sh. NK 

Kansara DDGN. This certificate was presented by Hon’ble Chief Minister of Uttar 

Pradesh, Yogi Adityanath to the Smt. Selva Kumari, DM Etawah in a function held 

on 08.10.2018 
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Jammu State Level Committee Meeting on Hallmark in the year 2019. Jeweller Awareness Programme organized by Central Reginoal Office of 

BIS at GK-1 New Delhi on 25.09.2019. 
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BIS GOES DIGITAL… 

 

Since February 2018 BIS has joint various social media sites. The Facebook Page of BIS is very active. BIS can 

be followed on: 
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National Symposium on Ushering Digital health informatics in India held 

on 11.01.2017. 

The smart BIS website was launched on 15.11.2018 during World 

Standards Day Celebration. Seated on dias is Shri Ram Vilas Paswan, 

Minister MOCA and Public Distribution and President BIS, Shri C.R 

Chaudhary, MOS MOCA and Public Distribution and Vice President BIS, 

Smt Surina Rajan, DG, BIS and Shri C.B Singh ADG BIS. 

 

The Digital Code - Scripting the future of it 

   
BIS – Digital code held at New Delhi on 08.05.2018. 
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The registration work in BIS has become fully online. The smart registration procedure was inaugurated by Shri A.P 

Sawhney, Secretary MEITY on 03.04.2019. 
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BIS Marching Ahead 
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Green Initiative 

 

BIS has set up  in its Head Quarters (Manak Bhavan) a grid connected rooftop Solar Power Plant on August 2014 as 

part of Green Initiative. 
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Seminar on overview of National Building Code of India 2016 and 

Insights to Fire and Life Safety held on 30.03.2017 

Technotex – 2017 was held on 17.01.2017 at New Delhi. 

 

  

National Conclave on ‘Standards for Technical Textiles’ was Organized on 02-03.11.2017 
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DG BIS Smt. Surina Rajan delivering her inaugural address inthe NBC 

workshop held on 20-21.02.2018, New Delhi. 

Seminar on Automated Measurement Systems for Air Pollution Monitoring 

held on 12.03.2018 at New Delhi. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The revised BIS Laboratory Recognition Scheme (BIS LRS 2018) was 

approved and implemented w.e.f 14.08.2018 in order to cater to the needs 

of new BIS Act and Rules and Regulations and the various conformity 

assessment schemes of BIS.  

Interactive Meetings were held in six locations throughout the country 

with Outside Recognized Laboratories and Government laboratories to 

explain new LRS and obtain their feedback. 
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BIS & CEN-CENELEC joint workshop on Emerging Challenges in New 

Era of Standardization “ Exchange of Best Practices” held on  

26-27.11.2019 at New Delhi 

Indo-German working group on Quality Infrastructure for cooperation in 

standardization conformity assessment and product safety held on  

15-16.01.2018, New Delhi. 

 

 

 

ISO/TC 113 – ‘Hydrometry’ 31st Plenary and Group Meetings The 31st plenary 

and group meetings of ISO/TC 113, ‘Hydrometry’ and its subcommittees was held 

at National Institute of Training for Standardization (NITS), NOIDA from 8-

13.10.2017. 

“Enhancement of Global Competitiveness by Standardization Activities of 

Chemical Engineering Plant and Related Equipment’s and Accessories, Mumbai 

on 29.11.2017, IRMRA, Mumbai. 
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Smt. Surina Rajan, DG, BIS, chaired the 1st meeting ISO DEVCO WG2 on 

sharing resources to enhance NSB capacities in Standards Development and 

use at ISO Central Secretariat, Geneva, Switzerland, 29-30.01.2018. 

ISO forum for CEO of National Standardization Bodies in the Asia 

Pacific Region held on 6-8.11.2017 at Singapore.  
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BIS’ World Standards Day 2019 Celebration 
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BIS hosted the 6th meeting of Governing Board of SARSO on 8-9 March 2018 at New Delhi 

  

 

BIS-IEC International conference on Smart City Standardization held on 10-14 December 2018 at Varanasi 
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BIS signs MoU with IIT Bombay on 17.04.2019. BIS signs MoU with IIT Delhi on 14.04.2019. 

 

  

Inauguration of ISO Regional workshop on implementing National Standardization Strategy held at New Delhi on 5-7.03.2019. 

 

 

57 



 

 

IS 17269 on Pashmina released on  02.08.2019 at Leh A National Laboratory Directory made by BIS was launched on 

29.08.2019 by Hon'ble Minister of Consumer Affairs Food & PD Shri 

Ram Vilas Paswan Ji in the august presence of Secretary Consumer 

Affairs,DG BIS, CEO FSSAI,Commerce Secretary, Special Secretary 

Ministry of Home Affairs and Chairman QCI at Vigyan Bhawan. 

 

        

6th plenary and working group meeting of ISO/TC 307 ‘Block Chain and Distributed 

Ledgers technologies’ during 18-22.11.2019 at Hyderabad, India.  

36th plenary meeting of ISO/IEC JTC 1 ‘Information Technology’ during  

03-08.11.2019 at New Delhi, India 
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Different Strokes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bureau of Indian Standards is not only 
paving its way over the years into 

greater horizons but has many facets 
within it as well 
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International Activities 

BIS (Erstwhile ISI), since its inception has been very much active in international arena. ISI being one of the 

founding members of ISO has maintained a very open culture to form alliances with many nations to promote 

exchange of knowledge, participate in committee meetings, attend and provide training programmes which is 

continuing even now. 

 ISI as a founder member of ISO vide United Nations Standards coordinating 

Committee (UNSCC) held in London from 14th to 16th October 1946. 

  

The conference of the national standards bodies at which it was decided to establish ISO took place 

at the Institute of Civil Engineers in London from 14 to 26 October 1946. 25 countries were represented 

by 65 delegates. 
60 



 

Dr. Lal C Verman representing ISI in the plenary 

session of ISO, Paris June-July 1949. 
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India in the World of ISO in 1949 
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Dr. Lal C Verman as Director ISI and Vice-President ISO attending 4th ISO Council Meeting held 

from 3-7 July 1950. List of Indian delegation to ISO conference can be viewed from image. 
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Sh. S.K. Sen, DG ISI at Tehran with the Institute of Standards & Industrial 

research of Iran (ISIRI) having preliminaries regarding Indo-Iran Joint 

Study group on Standardization                                                                                                      

From Left: Mr. Zakeri; Shri S.K.Sen ; Mr. M.Soroudi and Mr. Y.Evazadeh 

Shri B.S.Krishnamachar, DG, ISI at Equador Standards Organization in 

1975 

 

 

Dr. A.K Gupta, DG ISI  at the 34th  meeting of the ISO Council as 

Chairman of the Development Committee  

 

India Re-elected to ISO Council for the term 2002-2003 
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ISO – BIS CASCO Regional Workshop on Certification and Conformity 

Assessment: Building Confidence for Developing Countries was organized 

by BIS on 6-7 December 2004 at New Delhi 

Mr. Alan Bryden, Secretary General of ISO visited the Bureau of Indian 

Standards during on 20.04.2004 at New Delhi.  

 

 

 

 

 

An MoU with American National Standards Institute (ANSI) with CII and 

BIS on establishment of India-US Standards portal was signed  

on 20.12.2007. 

Signing of MoU between BIS and Afghan National Standards Authority on 

10.04.2006 at New Delhi.From left to right : Charge d, Affaires, Embassy of 

Afghanistan , Mr. Adbul HAI Khurasani,  Hon’ble President of Afghanistan 

Mr. Hamid Karzai, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India,  

Dr. Manmohan Singh and Director General, BIS, Shri S.P. Sharma. 
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Signing of Memorandum of Understanding between BIS and Quality Control 

Authority, Royal Government of Bhutan on 19.12.2008 at New Delhi. From left to 

right : Mr. Rakesh Verma, ADG, BIS, Mr. Sharad Gupta, DG, BIS,   Mr. Phuntsho 

Wangdi, DG, Standards and Quality Control Authority, Bhutan and Mr. Alinda 

Chandra, ADG. 

Inaugural session of 38th Pacific Area Standards Congress hosted by BIS during 4-

08.05.2015 at New Delhi. From left to right :  Shri D.K. Nayyar, DDG, BIS,  Shri 

M.J. Joseph, DG, BIS Shri Keshav Desiraju, Secretary (Consumer Affairs), Shri 

Rajeev Kher, Secretary (Commerce),Mr. Adrian O’ Connell, PASC, EC, Chair. 

 

   

  

  

Signing of Memorandum of Understanding between BIS and The Ministry 

of Commerce and Industry, represented by the DG for Standards and 

Metrology (DGSM), Sultanate of Oman on 29.10.2014 at New Delhi. From 

left to right: Mr. Sunil Soni, DG, BIS, H.E. Sheikh Hamed Saif Al Rawani, 

Ambassador of Oman to India 
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82nd IEC General Meetings at Busan held on 22-26.10.2018. Smt. Surina Rajan DG, BIS along with other BIS 

officials in the picture 
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Common Wealth Standards Conference 

CWSC held in London from 12-15.06.1951. Nawab Zlain Yar Jung Bahadur attended as leader of delegation 

from India. 
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In 1955, ISO members gather in Stockholm for the 3rd General Assembly. At the beginning of 1955, 

ISO has 35 members and 68 standards (called recommendations). Henry St Leger is the Secretary 

General. 
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 3rd Commonwealth standards conference 

held at New Delhi from 21st January 1957 to 

3rd February 1957.  

 

 

  

 

Souvenirs published by ISI during this occasion 
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IEC Annual Group Meeting 1960 

  IEC Annual Group Meetings held for the 1st 

time on the continent of Asia from 31 Oct - 12 Nov, 

1960 Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, Vice-President of India 

inaugurated the opening ceremony. 

 

First Asian Region Conference 

1st Asian region conference of the International Society of 

Soil Mechanics & Foundation Engineering from 4-7 Feb, 1960, 

New Delhi. Shri Jagjivan Ram, Union Minister for Railways 

delivering Inaugural Address. Seating on dias (L to R): Shri 

Baleshwar Nath; Dr. K.L.Rao; Shri Jai Sukhlal Hathi; Dr. 

A.N.Khosla; M.A.Mayer. 
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  6th Triennial General Assembly Meetings of 

ISO in the Session at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi 

from 8-12 Nov, 1964. This was the 1st Meeting of the 

Assembly outside of Europe and North America.       

Commemorative Souvenirs Brought Out by ISI during the ISO General Assembly Meeting  
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International conference on computer communication held in India from  

4-9.11.1990 Lt. Gen. H. Lal, DG BIS, at BIS pavellion 
Meeting of NAM Countries in the sphere of Standardization, Measurement 

& Quality Control 20-23.02.1992. Lt. Gen. A.S.Bhullar, DG,BIS welcoming 

Mr. Roy.A.Phillips, President ISO 
 

  

Hosting of 61st General Meeting of International Electrotechnical 

Commission hosted by Bureau of Indian Standards during 13-24.10.1997 

at New Delhi. 

39th Meeting of ISO Committee of DEVCO and 28th ISO General Assembly 

was held during 19-23.09.2005 at Singapore. Shri L Mansingh, Secretary, 

Ministry of Consume Affairs and Shri S.P Sharma DG BIS at the meeting 
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The 2nd meeting of South Asian Accociation for Regional Cooperation 

(SAARC) Standing Group on Standards, Quality Control and Measurement 

was held in New Delhi from 4-6.02.2002. Shri K M Sahni DG BIS welcomed 

the delegates. 

34th ISO General Assembly held on 21-23.09.2011, Vigayn Bhavan, New 

Delhi hosted by Bureau of Indian Standards 

 

Shri Sayan Chatterjee, DG BIS Welcoming Mr. ALAN BRYDEN, Secretory 

General, ISO on 06.12.2007 at New Delhi 

31st ISO/COPOLCO plenary Meeting held on 27-28.05.2009, Vigyan 

Bhavan New Delhi, being, inaugurated by Smt. Pratibha Devi Singh Patil, 

Hon'ble President of India. Shri Sharad Pawar, Minister, Food & 

Consumer Affairs and M/S Dana Kissinger - Matray from ISO present on 

the Dias. 
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19th Meeting ISO/TC 34/SC 15 “Coffee Sub-Committee” 12-13.11.2011 held at 

Bangalore, India.  

Opening Ceremony of 77th IEC General Meeting  

hosted by BIS 21.10.2013 at New Delhi. From left to right : Prof. K.V. Thomas, 

Hon’ble Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Smt. Alka 

Panda, ADG, BIS, Mr. Junji Normura, President Elect (IEC), Mr. Pankaj 

Agrawala, Secretary (Consumer Affiars), Mr. Klaus Wucherer, President (IEC), 

Mr. Sunil Soni, DG, BIS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 17th meeting of ISO/TC 229, Nanotechologies was held at New Delhi 

from 3-7.11.2014, jointly hosted by BIS and National Physical Laboratory.  

An International conference was also organized on 30.10.2015 at Jaipur. 

This conference was attended by delegates from more than 30 countries 

including Prof. Edward Humphreys, Convener WG 1 of ISO/IES/JTC1/SC 

27 and Dr. Gulshan Rai, National Cyber Security Coordinator, National 

Security Council Secretariat Govt. of India. 
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Standards Promotion Activities 
 

 

ISI conference on implementation of Indian Standard and 

Certification Marking Inaugurated in New Delhi by Shri 

Morarji Desai in July 1957.  

 

Shri C. Subramaniam, Finance & Education Minister, Govt. of 

Madras, inaugurating the ISI Zonal Conference on July 1959.                                                                                                                                                                                   

Shri D.C. Kothari presenting a bouquet to Minister. 

 

  

1st meeting of ISI Advisory Committee on implementation 

of Indian Standards held on 05.06.1962 IM/ACIIS under 

Chairmanship of Shri N.E.S.Raghavachari, Director 

DGSND, GOI. 
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Making of Manakalaya - Additional Building for ISI 
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The General Council Meetings 
 

    
The 1st meeting of General Council 

Meeting of ISI held on 06.01.1947 under the 

chairmanship of Dr. John Matthai, Member for 

Industries and Supplies Department, GOI. 

Dr. S.P Mukherjee, the then minister for Industries & Supply GOI and President 

ISI presiding over the 3rd meeting of GC on 29.09.1947. 
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25th  Annual meeting of General Council of ISI, 1970                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, Union Minister for Industrial Development, Internal 

Trade and Company Affairs and President of ISI with Dr. A.N.Ghosh, Director 

General,  ISI present in the meeting.   

1st Meeting of Bureau of Indian Standards held on 18.04.1987. Shri H.K.L.Bhagat, 

Union Minister for parliamentary Affairs, Food and Civil Supplies and Shri 

K.R.Paramesvar DG BIS Presiding in the meeting and Shri Ghulam Nabi Azad, 

M/O State for Food and Civil Supply along with Shri K.C.Pandeya, Secretary, 

Ministry of Food and Civil Supplies present on Dias 

 

 

 

A stakeholders’ meeting was organized by BIS regarding “The proposed 

amendments to the BIS Act, 1986”, on 01.12.2014 at New Delhi. It was 

chaired by the Honorable Union Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and 

Public Distribution. The meeting registered participation of representatives 

of stakeholders such as governmental organization, professional bodies, 

associated consumer organization, activists and industries.  

25th Meeting of Governing Body of BIS was held on 23.09.2015 at New 

Delhi. 
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26th Governing Body meeting of BIS held on 07.04.2016 at Mussoorie The BIS Act 2016 was notified by Central Govt. on 22.03.2016 to enable 

BIS align its policies and programmes to provide further fillip to domestic 

production and growth of trade. 
 

 

         

The 1st meeting of the Governing Council of BIS held after promulgation of 

BIS Act 2016 on 22.11.2017. Shri Ramvilas Paswan, Minister, MOCA and 

President BIS, Shri C.R Chaudhary, MOS MOCA and Vice President BIS 

and Shri Avinash K. Srivastava Secretary, DoCA,, Smt Surina Rajan, DG, 

BIS in the picture 

2nd  Meeting of the Governing Council (GC) of BIS held on 20.12.2018 at 

Krishi Bhavan New Delhi 
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Exhibitions 

  
Science Exhibition arranged by Dr. Lal C Verman in Delhi, January 

1947 during of Indian Science Congress. 

King of Saudi Arabia’s visit to ISI stall at the Indian 

New Delhi 1955. 
 

   
Goods bearing ISI Certification Mark Shri U.N Dhebar the then President, Indian National Congress, paid a visit to 

the “ISI” stall at the IIF held in New Delhi & was presented a copy Indian 

Standard IS 1:1951 National Flag of India (Cotton Khadi)           
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Prime Minister Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru Visited ISI Stall in the International Low Cost Housing Exhibition held at New 

Delhi. Dr. Lal C. Verman, the then Director ISI, explains the working of Modular Coordination in Building with the 

help of model. 

 

 

 

 

 

Display of ISI certified items (1976) in Exposition Hall Manak Bhavan. 
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Conferences 

  

Conference on Quality Control in Handicrafts. Dr. Lal C Verman addressing 

delegates. Shri D.N.Saraf Director (Handicrafts) is at extreme right. 

Eighth Indian Standards convention held at Ahmedabad from 22-28 Dec 

1963. Shri Nityananda Kanungo, Minister of Commerce & Industry and 

President ISI inaugurating the convention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conference on ‘Role of Standardization in the National Emergency’ held on 

27.12.1963 

Seminar on Utilization of Indian Standards in Technical Education held at 

Cuttack, January 1974. Shri K T Satarawala Adviser to the Govt. of Orrisa 

addressing the seminar (BDC-17). 
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Shri Anwer Fazal (Right) Regional Director, International Organization 

of Consumers Union, Singapore, at the ISI Stall  on (15-18 Dec 1974) at 

Bishop Cotton Boys School (Bangalore). 

Mrs. Leela Moolgaonkar, Sheriff of Bombay in seen inaugurating the 

Exhibition on ISI Marked Products.  Shri S. Srinivasan, DDG (W) and Shri C.B 

Chandorkar Director (Marks) ISI Mumbai in seated on the dias. 

 

 

Conference on Standardization of Surgical Instruments held on 31.12.1976. 

Dr. P.P Goel, DG of Health Services, Inaugurating the conference on 

Surgical Instruments and Medical Equipment held in New Delhi. He is 

flanked by Shri A.B.Rao, DDG ISI (Right) and Col R.D.Ayyar. 

Top Management Conference on Standardization and Productivity held on 

13.08.1982 at New Delhi. From L to R : S.Srinivasan ; Shri L.K Jha ; Shri 

A.K Gupta, DG ISI and Shri A.S Bhullar                                                                                    
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Seminar on BIS Library Information and Data Base Services held on 

26.6.1992 Lt. Gen. A.S.Bhullar, DG BIS addressing the seminar 

National seminar on Risk Management in Supply Chain held in New 

Delhi. 

 

   

Seminar on Sieves and Sizing of Particles in Process Industry held on 

08.10.2015 at New Delhi. 

Seminar on Assessment of leakage loss and lining of Canals held on 

22.01.2016 at Guwahati. 

 

 
85 



Visitors 

 

Mr. Gulzari Lal Nanda. Deputy Chairman of National Planning 

Commission visited ISI Directorate on 03.05.1950. 

Dr. Lal C. Verman, Director ISI, with Japanese Delegation from Suzuki. 

   

Dr. Lal C. Verman with Mr. Cyril Anisworth, Technical Director ASA, 

visited ISI on Feb 1952. 

 

General P. Salmon, The then High Commissioner for Standardization, 

France addressing ISI officers. Seated on his left are Dr. Lal C.Verman, 

Director ISI and M.F. de Crony-Chemil, General Secretary of the French 

Research Association for the Far East. 
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Dr. Vogues Laclare in ISI Committee Room during his lecture on 

17.04.1957. Dr. Lal C. Verman, Director, ISI is also present  

Smt. Aruna Asaf Ali, Mayor of Delhi visiting Manak Bhavan in 1959. Seen 

in pic with Dr. Lal C Verman, Director, ISI and Dr. A.N Ghosh, Joint 

Director. 

 

  

Visitors at ISI Head Quarters with ISI Officers to welcome delegates of 

Adoption of Metric System in Building Industry, Architecture etc in September 

1959. 

Sir Gordon Russel of UK visited ISI on 03.10.1962. Dr. A.N Ghosh Joint 

Director ISI with him. 

 

 

 

87 
 



 

President Dr. Rajendra Prasad having a look at ISI Certification Mark 

Scheme & Product. 

Mr. Oshikawa, Secretary General, Asian Productivity Organization 

 

                                                                                                                  

Mr. M.R. Chowdhury Director, Pakistan Standards Institution 

visits ISI Museum with Dr. A. N Ghosh, Joint Director ISI 

Dr. Takeshi Suzuki of Japan visited Manak Bhavan on 

26.07.1963.                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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Dr. Lal C. Verman, Director ISI with Dr. A.N Ghosh, explaining 

to Dr. Zakir Hussain, Vice President of India during his visit to 

Manak Bhavan in 03.08.1964. 

Japanese Standards Chief Mr. Goro Mori being taken around 

exposition Hall by Shri B.N Singh Asst. Director (Statistics) 

during his visit to ISI on 15.5.64. 

 

Sh. A.N.Ghosh, JD receiving Prof. & Mrs. R. Radulet, President 

IEC, at Manak Bhavan.  
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Jhon P. Lewis, Dir. US AID Mission in India with Dr. 

A.N.Ghosh, Joint Director, ISI during his visit on 31.05.1965 



 
General K.M. Cariappa Examining the list of sports goods 

being ISI Mark. 

A Team of British Engineers in ISI Laboratory, Manak Bhavan on 

21.04.1966 

  

Dr. Lal C.Verman DG, ISI taking around Mr. Drucquer and Mr. 

Gainsborough, President and Secretary of the Institution of 

Electrical Engineers, London at Manak Bhavan on 19.04.1966   

Dr. A.Allan Bates, Chief of Building Research Division, National 

Bureau of Standards, Washington USA during his visit to ISI in 

Manak Bhavan on 22.04.1966 
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Mr. T.C.Pan, from China Development Corporation, Republic of China with 

Dr. Karmaker DDG, ISI & Patnankar, Director Mechanical Engineer ISI in 

Standards Exposition Hall, ISI on 01.04.1966 

Dr. J.A Hall (right) International Bureau of Weight & Measures (IBWM), 

France and Dr. Ing Wilhen Thomas (Centre) of the Physio Technical 

Federal Institution, West Germany Visited ISI on 20.02.1967 in test house 

with Dr. S.Ghosh DD (Lab) 

 

  

 

Visit of Mrs. Ackroyd, Chairman, Consumer Council of Britain with Dr. A 

N Ghosh, DG ISI. 

Visit of Dr. Alan R. Stiles of World Health Organization (WHO) to ISI on 

16.04.1969.   
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Prof Dr. Ing Edger Schultze Professor of Soil Mechanics, West Germany 

visits ISI on 24.02.1970. He is looking at “Mohenjo-Daro Brick”. 

Delegation from Japan Marine Standards Association (JSMA) visiting 

Manak Bhavan. 
 

  

 

 

 

Shri A.P. J Abdul Kalam, Head, Fibre Reinforced Plastic Division, ISRO, 

Welcoming Visitors from ISI. To His Left are: Dr. S.C Gupta, Head SSTC; 

Shri S.K Sen, DG ISI ; Shri S.R. Kuppanna, Director (Implementation), ISI 

and Dr. HGS Murthy, Director, Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching 

Station (TERLS). 

Visit of European Economic Community (EEC) Delegation in Manak 

Bhavan, BIS from 5-6, April 1988. Shri K.R. Parameswar, DG, BIS at the 

meeting. 
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Lt. Gen H. Lal, DG BIS with Soviet Delegation from 23-29.1.1991  

 

Visit of Chinese Delegation on 12.12.1991 at Manak Bhavan 

 

   

Delegation from Poland during visit to Manak Bhavan  Lt.Gen. H. Lal, DG 

BIS welcoming the delegates   
Visit of Turkish President on 19.11.93, Lt. Gen A.S.Bullar PVSM, DG BIS 

and Shri P.S Das DDG BIS present in the meeting 
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Visit of Mr. A.M Rachrun, General Secretary IEC on 23.05.1994  Visit of Mr. Reihlen from Germany on 13.01.1995 Shri N.S.Chowdhry, 

DG BIS and Shri P.S.Das, ADG, BIS and other scientific officers 

present in the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shri C.D.R.A Jayawardene, DG Sri Lanka Standards Institution, visited BIS 

on 02.07.2001. Seen here with Shri S. Nautiyal DG BIS and other senior 

officers of BIS 
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Training 

 

 

 

A ceremony held in Parliament House, New Delhi on 31.10.1961. Sh. T.T. 

Krishnamachari, Chairman of the National Coordination Committee awarded 

the certificates to 40 Trainees who completed their three weeks course on 

Statistical Quality Control. Prof. Ellis ott, Head, UN team of expert is seen 

third from Right. 

Company Standardization Training Programme at Mussoorie in 1964 

 

  

4th Standards Engineers Training Programme at ISI, New Delhi. 

Participants with Dr. A.N.Ghosh, Joint Director, ISI. 

Reception to Foreign Trainees on 22.04.1971 with Shri S.K. 

Sen DG ISI. 
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Trainee from Philipines in ISI (Under Colombo Plan). Trainee from Philipines in ISI Lab. 

 

6th International Training Programme on Standardization. Shri S.K.Sen, 

DG ISI at the dias. 
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The 8th International Training Programme on ‘Laboratory Quality Management 

Systems, organized during 05 February- 23.02.2018, was attended by 33 

participants from 24 developing countries with the financial support from 

Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India under the ITEC scheme. 

The 14th International Training Programme on ‘Management Systems’, was 

organized during 04-29.09.2017, was attended by 26 participants from 17 

developing countries with the financial support from Ministry of External Affairs, 

Government of India under the ITEC scheme. 

 

   
The 50th International Training Programme on ‘Standardization and Quality 

Assurance’, was organized during 16 October - 08 December 2017, was attended 

by 34 participants from 22 developing countries with the financial support from 

Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India under the ITEC scheme.  
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Accolades 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISI panel at the Indian Industries Fair in 1955 held at New Delhi. This 

stall won “Best Stall” Award. 

Shri Prabhu V. Mehta, President All India manufacturer association, receives 

the Moudgil Award from Shri Nityanand Kanungo the Union Minister for 

Industry and President ISI in 1964. This award has been started by ISI. 
 

  
                       1967   

 

This medal was received in January 1968.  

 

99 



  
Dr. Lal C Verman Director ISI thanks Prime Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru 

on receiving the 1st award of K.L Moudgill prize while Dr. Moudgill looks 

on along with Sh. Prof. M.S Thacker on 24.11.1958 

Shri Ram D.Taneja, chief Editor and Director (Publications) ISI receiving 

'Best Printing Award' for ISI publications from Shri G.S.Pathak, then Vice-

President of India. In the year 1973 

 

Air Chief Marshall P.C Lal giving away the 1st prize to Dr. Lal C. 

Verman for his book ‘Standardization A new Discipline’ in the year 1974 

BPLBO received 1st prize forstall on  consumer education, and rights 

protection  on 15 .03. 1999.  Sri Vijayaraghavan, the then DBPLBO 

receiving the trophy from the then CM, Sri Digvijay Singh. 

 

 

 

 

ISI won a large number of prizes at the 32nd All India Rose Show organized by the 

Rose Society of India in New Delhi on 01.04.1979. In all ISI entries received six 

cups and trophies, sixteen first prizes, five second prizes and five third prizes. 
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First prize in World Standards Day 2018 design competition 

 

 

Shri Rino John Sc-C received First Prize in Poster making Competition from ISO  
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Shri Rajeev Sharma Sc-F & Head ETD receiving the award in recognition for leadership of the IEC SyC LVDC/WG1 in development 

of a consensus document for enabling electricity access to the ESMAP Multi-tier Framework from Honourable Minister of Consumer 

Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Shri Ram Vilas Paswan during the World Standards Day celebrations held on 14 October 2019. 
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Laboratory Activities 

To cater to the testing needs of certification activity, BIS has Eigth laboratories in the country namely Central Laboratory (CL), 

Shaibabad; Western Regional Office Laboratory (WROL), Mumbai; Northern Regional Office Laboratory (NROL), Mohali; Eastern 

Regional Office Laboratory (EROL), Kolkata; Southern Regional Office Laboratory (SROL), Chennai; Bengaluru Branch Office 

Laboratory (BNBOL), Bengaluru; Patna Branch Office Laboratory (PBOL), Patna; Guwahati Branch Office Laboratory (GBOL), 

Guwahati. 

A need was felt for a proper infra-structure for laboratory with facilities for testing in mechanical, chemical, 

electrical and nondestructive tests. For this a piece of land was acquired in Ghaziabad. 

Sh. C. Subramanium, Union Minister of Industrial Development & Science and 

Technology and President of ISI, at the Foundation Laying Ceremony of ISI 

Central Laboratory, Ghaziabad on 24.03.1973. 

 

 

 

Today the Central Laboratory is having a sprawling building with all test facilities at Sahibabad   
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Laboratory Activities 
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Expansion of ISI 
As the standardization and certification work of ISI increased many fold, need was felt to open regional and branch offices all over 

India which will provide a useful link between the industries and institution. The Four Regional Offices which were erstwhile Branch 

Offices namely Western Regional; Eastern Regional; Southern Regional and Northern Regional Offices were opened gradually 

Regional Offices 

    
Bombay Branch Office opened on 16.09.1955 was  located on the 4th  

floor, 40/40A Cawaji Patel Street in the Fort area was. Now it is known as 

Western Regional Office (WRO) at MIDC Andheri East Mumbai. 

Calcutta Branch Office was inaugurated by Sh. Manubhai Shah Minister 

for Heavy industries GOI on 26.10.1956. Now it is known as Eastern 

Regional Office (ERO) at 1/14 CIT Scheme VIP Road, Kankurgachi 

Kolkatta. 

 

  
Shri B.P Maurya, Union Minister of State for Industry and Civil Supplies 

inaugurated the Chandigarh Branch Office of ISI on 11.04.1975. Now it is 

known as Northern Regional Office (NRO). Current Building inaugurated 

on 01.12.2015 at SCO 335-336, Sector 34-A, Chandigarh. 

Madras Branch Office was started in 1957. This building was Inaugurated 

on 12.07.1976 at Madras by Shri T.A.Pai, Union Minister of Industry and 

Civil Supplies. Now it is known as Southern Regional Office (SRO) at C.I.T 

Campus, IV Cross Road, Chennai. 
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Branch Offices 

BIS has 32 Branch Offices in 28 Locations. 
 

      
Hyderabad Branch Office Estt. 1967-68 Bangalore Branch Office Estt. 1969-70 Ahmedabad Branch Office Estt. 1971-72 

 

     
Patna Branch Office Estt. 1973-74 Bhubaneswar Branch Office Estt. 1976-77 Jaipur Branch Office Estt. 1978-79 

 

   
Bhopal Branch Office Estt. 1978-79 Guwahati Branch Office Estt. 1986-87 Faridabad Branch Office Estt. 1988-89 
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Coimbatore Branch Office Estt. 1989-90 Lucknow Branch Office Estt. 1989-90 Pune Branch Office Estt. 1996-97 

 

        
Nagpur Branch Office Estt. 1997-98 Ghaziabad Branch Office Estt. 1988-89 Himachal Pradesh Branch Office Parwanoo at 

Nalagarh Estt. 2001-02  
 

   
 

Visakhapatnam Branch Office Estt. 2001-02 Dehradun Branch Office Estt. 2008-09 Kochi Branch Office Estt. 2013-14 
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Currently Working from Central 

Laboratory Sahibabad 
 



 

    
 

Jamshedpur Branch Office Estt. 2013-14 Raipur Branch Office Estt. 2014-15 Rajkot Branch Office Estt. 2015-16 
 
 

   
Jammu Branch Office Estt. 2016-17 Hubli Branch Office Estt. 2019-2020 
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The National Institute of Training for Standardization (NITS) 

The National Institute of Training for Standardization (NITS) was set up under the aegis of BIS in 1995 to meet the growing needs and 

expectations of the industry for quality training in the fields of standardization, quality assurance, management systems, certification, 

laboratory testing, etc. 

 

  

Hostel Room at NITS Training Session 
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The Annual Report – An Yearly Publication 

   

The first Annual Report of the ISI for the year 1947-1948 

consisting of 16 pages. The wings were spread to neighboring 

countries for sustaining membership though the then ministry of 

External Affairs by the then 1st President ISI, Shri C. 

Rajagopalachari. The Government of Ceylon become a 

sustaining member. 

Today the Annual Report of 2017-18 is a 154 page document far 

away from a 16 page document (1st Annual Report) 1947-1948. 
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Publications 

BIS boasts of a plethora of publications to its credit. A brief glimpse of this world 

 

          

The ISI bulletin was re-christened as Standards India – The official journal of Bureau of Indian 

Standards since April 1987. 
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ISI Buyers’ Guide. ISI Conversion Slide. 
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Indian Standards on DVD and on-line 

subscription started on 01.07.2016 
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Human Resource 

At BIS, people are at core area of its activity. The HR practices enable BIS staff & employees to deliver their best. 

 

  

 

Inauguration of road safety week in Delhi in February 1953 by Shri Lal 

Bahadur Shastri Ji, Dr. Lal C. Verman, Director, ISI Present on the 

occasion. 

Inauguration of road safety week in Bangalore in February 1953 by Dr. 

S.Radha Krishnan, Vice-President of India, Dr. Lal C. Verman escorting 

him. 

 

 

ISI fellowships were instituted in the year 1966 
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Ladies programme (1983). BIS SRO CLUB DAY 2000. Aravamudhan Ranganathan receiving award. 

Shri T.R Rajagopalan, Director SRO also on the picture. 

 

  

Consumer Day Celebrations on 15.03.1995 
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Celebration of Ekta Divas on 17.11.1989 Shri Sunil Soni DG BIS administering “Swachhta Shapath” to BIS 

employees on 02.10.2014 

 

 

A camp on “Yoga” was organized at BIS HQ on 21.06.2018. Diwali was celebrated at BIS HQ on 05.11.2018.  
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Foundation Day of BIS was organized on 07.01.2019 at BIS HQ. A gallery 

of old archival photographs of BIS was uploaded on BIS website under the 

icon “BIS Glory” was released by Smt Surina Rajan  DG BIS. 

The International Women’s Day celebrated at BIS HQ on 08.03.2019. 

During the occasion a “Ladies Club Room” and a “Blood Donation 

Camp” was inaugurated by Smt. Suraina Rajan DG BIS. 

 

  

A glimpse of “Blood Donation Camp”. celebration at BIS HQ on 20Holi .03. 2019 where in a  Hasya 

Kavi Sammelan was organized. Renowned poet Shri Chirag Jain 

& Shri Ramesh Muskan presented a hilarious performance. 
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Closing Ceremony of Vigilance Awareness Week held on 

01.11.2019. 

Constitution Day pledge taken at BIS HQ on 26.11.2019. Shri 

P.K Tiwari seen administering the oath. 
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Welfare Activities 

BIS has undertaken a lot of welfare measures for the employees like Medical Facilities both (Homeopathy & Allopathy; Yoga Classes; 

Gym; Music Classes; Sports Activity; Creche;Adventure Activities; Holiday Home in each region. A glimpes of the on going activities: 
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Adventure Trip to “Sanasar” J&K from 17.04.2019 To 28.06.2019 
 

 

A car rally from New Delhi to Leh named “Jashan-E-Pashmina” was flagged off by Smt. Surina Rajan DG BIS on 26.07.2019. 
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Celebration of Hindi Divas in ISI Headquarters on 29.09.1986. Visit of Parliamentary Committee on Hindi in Manak Bhavan on  

12.09.1986. 

 

  

Hindi day held on 26.09.1988 in Manak Bhavan. Shri B.N.Singh, ADG: BIS 

and Smt. Arya, Head (Hindi) on Dias. 

Members of the 2nd Sub-committee of official languages visited BIS 

during 1994-1995. 
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 BIS, Patna Branch Office won 3rd prize in best working in Hindi among Government Offices in Eastern Region for the year 2009-10 

from Hindi Directorate, Govt. Of India. Prize was received by Shri Arabinda Datta, Scientist F & Head (then) from Hon'ble Governor 

of Sikkim at Gangtok. 

 

  

Manakdoot adjudged as best Journal Award in the promotion of Hindi 

Language by “Kandriya Sachiwalaya Hindi Parishad” in the year 2000 

The 2nd Sub Committee of Committee of Parliament on Official Languages 

inspects BIS offices from time to time. The Rajkot Branch Office of BIS was 

inspected by the committee during 2015-2016. 
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ERO of BIS recieved excellence award on 19.03.2019 from TOLIC GOI  
 

 

  

Hindi Pakhwada closing ceremony 17.09.2019 Hindi Workshop inauguration on 04.12.2019   
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Library 

BIS Head Quarter’s Library has a collection of nearly 4,00,000 International Standards and more than 72,000 

Technical Books along with Technical Journals  
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Publicity and Promotion 
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Sale of Standards and Other Publications 

   

Exhibition of BIS Publication in Book Fair held on 17.08.1995 A view of BIS stall at the India International Trade Fair, New 

Delhi. 
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Manak Bhavan illuminated in the tricolour ahead of the 71st Republic Day of India (26.01.2020) 
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The march continues... 
 

 



 

THE FUTURE BECKONS 

 
The last seven decades of BIS’s journey has shown how a small vision to establish an institution for formulation of standards 

can result in gigantic organization leading to industrial growth. BIS has sowed the seeds of scientific endeavor, standardization and 

conformity assessment which strives to foster, consumer movement in the country. 

 

Acknowledgement  

Through this Coffee Table Book an attempt has been made to capture the glorious and eventful journey of ISI to BIS and 

further. This effort has been possible because of the contributions from BIS library collections of Old Photographs, Annual Reports, 

ISI Bulletins & Standards India as well as BIS colleagues, both present and retired and Miss Priya Bhardwaj DEO who has 

enthusiastically worked in this project with me.  

 

Sincere efforts have been made to ensure that each major event is captured in this book. There could be some omissions which 

were not intentional. 

 

Smt. Roma Roy 

Director (Library Services Centre & Member Secretary CTB) 

Committee Members of Coffee Table Book  

1. Shri A.K Sharma, Sc-G& DDG (NITS&MSCD) 

2. Dr. R.K Bajaj, Sc-G & DDG (Standardization) 

3. Shri H.R Ahuja, DDG (Finance) 

4. Shri Deepak Jain, Sc-F&Head (SPPD & PGD) 

5. Smt. Nishat S. Haque, Sc-F& Head (Registration)  

6. Shri P. Rajesh, Sc-E&Head (FAD) 

7. Smt. Kala Varior, DRA&Director (IRD&TISD) 

8. Smt. Alka, DD PR 

 


	Logos of Management Systems under Certification by BIS
	BIS hosted the 6th meeting of Governing Board of SARSO on 8-9 March 2018 at New Delhi
	BIS-IEC International conference on Smart City Standardization held on 10-14 December 2018 at Varanasi
	Expansion of ISI
	BIS has undertaken a lot of welfare measures for the employees like Medical Facilities both (Homeopathy & Allopathy; Yoga Classes; Gym; Music Classes; Sports Activity; Creche;Adventure Activities; Holiday Home in each region. A glimpes of the on going...

