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PAVING BITUMEN (TARCOAL), which is a type of thick, sticky material derived 
from crude oil. It is primarily used in the construction and maintenance of roads, 
highways and airstrips. 
 
The quality of bitumen matter a lot when it comes for construction and safety 
of life and wealth as the bad quality can create lot of issues and problems. 
 
But, how to get a good quality PAVING BITUMEN??? 
 
Bitumen, conforming to the requirements of Indian Standard 73 is the answer…. 
 
The standard outlines the physical properties and quality requirements that 
paving bitumen must meet to ensure it performs well in road construction. This 
includes specifications for factors like: 

 Viscosity: The thickness or flow of bitumen, which impacts how well it 
adheres to road materials. 

 Softening Point: The temperature at which bitumen becomes soft, 
affecting its ability to stay flexible and crack-resistant in different climates. 

 Penetration: A measure of how soft the bitumen is, helping determine its 
suitability for various weather conditions. 

 
Also, the manufacturers, who are BIS Licence Holders as per IS 73 ensures the 
above parameters by testing their products in their labs/BIS recognised Labs and 
only conforming products are marked with ISI Mark. 
 


